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“The Preeminence of Christ and the Rest of Your Life:  

A Charge to our 2015 Graduates” 

Colossians 1:15-23 

Nick Wilson 

 

This morning I have the special privilege of addressing our 

graduating seniors here at Trinity. It’s a milestone in their life 

and it is fitting that our church takes a Sunday to celebrate their 

achievement and commission them into the next season of their 

lives. 

 

We have six graduates in our midst: John, Ali, Brian, Nelson, 

Rebecca, and Dylan. And to all of you on behalf of Trinity, 

well done. You are all going on to either start or complete your 

undergraduate coursework in variety of diverse fields. From 

accounting and social work to piano performance and equine 

management, the diverse interests of our graduates is a 

testament to the Lord’s creativity in fashioning us in his 

manifold image. 

 

No doubt, what you plan to study over the next four years will 

impact the trajectory of the rest of your life. More impactful to 

your trajectory than your future field of study, however, will be 

your understanding of and joyful commitment to the 

preeminence of Christ. 

   

This morning it is my hope and prayer for you graduates and 

for everyone here this morning that Christ would be 

preeminent in the rest of your life… 

 Because Christ is preeminent over all of life 

Because Christ is preeminent in giving new life 

 

If you’re like me, ‘preeminence’ is not part of your daily 

vocabulary. So let me just give a simple definition of the term. 

The reason why I’m using this word is because it’s in the 

passage I’m preaching from and it’s a word we should know 

precisely because it’s a word that uniquely characterizes Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Preeminence is a synonym for superiority or supremacy and 

carries with it the idea of being first. If something is 

preeminent, there is not anything else that exceeds it in 

excellence, stature, or importance. For instance: 

 

The restaurant is known for the preeminence of its seafood 

dishes   

 

Among all the other restaurants, this one is known to have the 

best seafood. 

 

But there’s a significant difference between a preeminent 

seafood joint and the preeminence of Christ. The restaurant is 

supreme among other restaurants. It the first among others of 

its class. The same cannot be said of Christ. Paul is NOT 

saying that Jesus is supreme among creation. He is proclaiming 

that Jesus is supreme OVER creation.  

 

Believe it or not ancient Arians and modern day Jehovah’s 

Witnesses actually leverage this passage to support the notion 

that Jesus wasn’t God, but part of the created order. After all it 

says that Jesus is “the first born of all creation.” But this is not 

at all what Paul is saying here. Quite the opposite, actually. 

Being firstborn was a position of honor in ancient times. If you 

were firstborn, you were expected to inherit your father’s 
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wealth, material or otherwise. The world and everything in it is 

Christ’s to inherit for he is God’s son. 

 

“I also shall make him my firstborn, the highest of the kings of 

the earth” (Ps. 89:24). 

 

The term “image,” in the ancient world is one closely 

associated with the idea of sonship. And that’s why we read in 

vs. 15, “He is the image of the invisible God.” All mankind 

may be made in image of God, but Christ IS the image of God. 

He IS God’s son. And as his son, God has given everything in 

creation to him as an inheritance. 

 

He is God’s son, but he is also God. 

 

“For it was the father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to 

dwell in him.” (19) 

 

The “fullness” here is a catch-all term for all the characteristics 

and qualities of God. In other words, Paul is saying, “of 

everything that makes God – God – all of it is true of Christ as 

well. 

 

So what does this have to do with your graduation? 

 

Everything. 

 

As you transition into a brand new phase of life, as you start 

the rest of your life, you need to know that the world into 

which you are about to enter is Christ’s. He owns it, he is the 

agent through which God created it and he is the reason for 

which it was made. 

 

Christ must be preeminent in the rest of your life because he is 

preeminent in all of life. 

 

For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things have been created through 

Him and for Him. 

 

Mountains, lakes, oceans, grass, dandelions, maple trees, sand 

dunes, ice caps, canyons and coli flour were created through 

Christ and for Christ. 

 

Elephants, ostriches, sting rays, orangutans, humming birds, 

rattle snakes, rainbow trout, and snow crabs were created 

through him and for him. 

 

Bacteria, microbes, amoebas, pollen, viruses, and 

phytoplankton were created for him and through him. 

 

Even the things that man has made, God made through Christ 

and for Christ. 

 

iPhones, automobiles, solar panels, sky scrapers, jet ways, 

ferris wheels, battle ships, and photo shop were made through 

Christ and for Christ. 

 

All political regimes: oppressive or just, liberal or conservative 

were created through and for Christ. 

 

ISIS was made through Christ and for Christ. Jesus is supreme 

over the Al-Qaida, Boko Haram, the Islamic State and every 

other state irrespective of their brutality or ideology. 
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Not only is Christ the agent through which God created all 

things and reason for which he created everything, Christ is 

also holds everything that exists together. 

 

He is before all things; and in him all things hold together 

 

“He upholds all things by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3) 

 

Everything in this universe, from the Betelgeuse Star (100 

million miles across), to the smallest sub-atomic particle is 

sustained moment by moment by the word of Christ. 

 

Here’s one example of this. Not everyone thinks physics 

belong in the pulpit, but I disagree and here’s why: 

 

Oxygen, an element essential for human life, is found naturally 

occurring as two oxygen atoms (O2). At the heart of one of 

those atoms is an atomic nucleus. In an incredibly small space, 

eight positively charged protons are packed together with eight 

neutrally charged neutrons (16 particles). 

 

My three year old son knows that when his magnetic trains 

face a certain way, they repel instead of connect to one another. 

This is the law of magnetism: “like charges of electricity and 

like magnetic poles repel each other, and unlike charges or 

magnetic poles attract each other.”
1
 Simply put: opposites 

attract. 

 

In the nucleus of the smallest structure in the universe we find 

positively charged protons together in an unfathomably small 

space. Scientists call the mysterious power holding the protons 

                                                 
1
 D. Lee Chestnut, The Atom Speaks, 33. 

together “Strong Force.” Though they’ve named it, they have 

no idea what it is and why it’s there. 

 

We do. Paul tells us in Colossians 1:17. Christ is holding those 

particles together. If anyone tells you that physics aren’t in the 

Bible, tell them they’re wrong and go to this verse. 

 

By the way, you know what happens when an atomic nucleolus 

is compromised? An atomic bomb – that’s what. At this 

moment, the word of Christ’s power is containing an atomic 

explosion in every atom in the universe every moment of every 

day. – oh the preeminent supremacy of our Christ! 

 

Graduates, don’t think for a second that your faith somehow 

disadvantages you in your study of this world. 

 

Graduates, don’t think for a second that your faith somehow 

permits you to be lackadaisical or negligent in your study of 

this world. You’ll need to work hard and dutifully if you want 

to find Christ at the center of an atomic nucleus. 

 

The beauty of creation, and with it every subject that seeks to 

understand it, is that it exists within the context of a great story. 

Consequently, no one can understand subject in this world 

rightly unless they also acknowledge the redemptive story in 

which it is situated. 

 

H1N1, ebola, mosquitos, June bugs, cockroaches, poison ivy, 

grizzly bears, and great white sharks may not be submitted to 

the harmonious, supreme rule of Christ right now, but they 

will. 
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ISIS may not be submitted to the Prince of Peace right now, 

but they will. 

 

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having 

made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I 

say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

 

The time of reconciliation is drawing near. The blood of the 

cross has begun this work of reconciliation, but it’s not done 

yet. When Christ returns to reign, wolf will dwell with the 

lamb, and the leopard with the young goat, and the calf and the 

lion together and a little boy will lead them (Is. 11:6).  

 

When Christ returns to reign all men will bow their knee to 

Jesus in submission. For those whose trust is the blood of the 

cross of Christ – eternal life with God. And for those whose 

trust is not in the Son of God – eternal life separated from God 

in hell. Either way, final reconciliation is coming for all things 

either on earth or in heaven. 

 

Graduates you are poised to be the best equine managers, 

accountants, social workers and piano performers precisely 

because you understand that your chosen subject better than the 

rest of the world. You can read Colossians 1 and perceive that 

the objects of your study do not exist in a vacuum or because 

of cosmic chance but because it was made through Christ, for 

Christ and will one day be reconciled to Christ. 

 

Christ must be preeminent in the rest of your life because he is 

preeminent over all of life.  

 

Christ must be preeminent in the rest of your life because he is 

preeminent in giving new life. 

Writing to the saints in Colossae, Paul continues in verse 21: 

 

 21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile 

in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 

 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body 

through death, in order to present you before Him holy 

and blameless and beyond reproach— 

 23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established 

and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all 

creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made 

a minister. 

 

Just like the rest of creation exists within God’s redemptive 

story, Christians play a glorious role in his redemptive epic. 

The saints of God, though once hostile enemies of God are 

brought near to God through Jesus’ death.  

 

Rom. 6:23; John 10:10 

 

Over and over again in the NT: Jesus’ death gives life – 

abundant and eternal life. 

 

Our life in Jesus’ death has a purpose. Notice in verse 22 it 

reads, “In order to present you before Him holy and blameless 

and beyond reproach.” God saved his people in order for them 

to be holy. Holiness is the goal so that we are presentable when 

the head and husband of the church returns. 

 

Notice that our holiness (the goal of our salvation) is predicated 

upon one thing: our continuing in the faith. This means being 

planted in the promises of God and persevering through 

temptation and affliction. In not continuing in the faith, in 
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being unstable and wavering, we move away from the hope of 

the gospel.  

 

College is a difficult time. Even at a Christian school, 

independence and adulthood can often become stumbling 

blocks to continuing in the faith. Sure, it’s great to see the 

supremacy of Christ as central to your studies, but if you don’t 

see him as supreme over your life personally – over your 

affections – you’re totally missing the point.  

 

If the reconciliation God has offered through the cross of Christ 

isn’t at the center of your identity – if it isn’t the heartbeat of 

your hope, you are setting yourself up for failure. You will not 

persevere in your faith. As a result you won’t be presented holy 

before God when Christ returns. There will be no peaceful 

reconciliation with the Lord for you on that day. 

 

It grieves my heart that many high school students, once they 

leave the home and go off to college, abandon their faith. I’ve 

witnessed it first-hand in my own circle of friends. For those 

who renounce their faith in their college years, it is never 

primarily because of intellectual objections. No one is reasoned 

out of his or her faith. That’s never how it works. They 

renounce their faith because they do not persevere in the hope 

of the gospel. They renounce their faith because Christ is not 

preeminent in their life. 

 

Before I end this morning I want to encourage you with four 

things you can be do to firmly establish yourself in the hope of 

the gospel while away at college: 

 

1. Earnestly pursue the Lord in personal worship. 

Cultivate the spiritual disciplines of intentional, daily, 

prayer and Bible meditation in your life. 

2. Seek out other believers at your school and commit to 

pursuing the Lord together 

3. Find and commit to a gospel-centered, Bible-teaching 

church in the area 

4. Read the books we’re giving you today 

a. Remind yourself of the gospel every day 

b. Become anchored in the reasonableness of your 

faith 

   

Graduates, the rest of your life is before you. My prayer is that 

the glorious, universe-creating, atom-sustaining, peace-making, 

life-granting Christ of Colossians 1 would be found preeminent 

– supreme – of first place – in your studies and in your hearts 

for the rest of your lives. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   


